[image: image1.jpg]


 Principles of good assessment practice
· Choose a method that will give you valid evidence of the student’s performance or achievement.

· Choose an appropriate assessment method that will fit in with your normal programme where possible.

· Check your activity will allow students the opportunity to reach all three levels of the achievement standard. 

· Give clear instructions that use an appropriate level of vocabulary to make sure that you give all students the opportunity to show what they know or can do.

· Give students the chance to learn before you assess them. Use parts your teaching programme as formative assessment opportunities where appropriate. Make summative assessment occur close to the learning.

· Assessment should be manageable for you and for your students.
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 Good assessment practice means that:
· students produce evidence that enables the teacher to judge accurately and confidently whether or not they have met the achievement criteria.

· appropriate evidence will come from valid activities. 

· the teacher can be sure that it is the student’s work.

· students understand what is to be assessed, when, and how.

· students understand what is required for each level of performance.

· given similar circumstances, the teacher would make the same judgement again and the judgement will be consistent with that of other assessors.

· feedback to non-achieving students includes clear indications of what needs to be done if there is a further assessment opportunity.

· students approach assessment events with confidence and enterprise.
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 Good assessment design requires:
· sound knowledge of the curriculum, to ensure that the activity relates to the tha appropriate objectives, assesses at the appropriate level and is integrated appropriately into the programme of learning.

· sound knowledge of the achievement standard, and the requirements of the various grade levels of achievement – from achievement to excellence – in order to ensure that the activity is valid

· an assessment schedule (supported by suitable exemplar material where available) that enables holistic and informed professional judgements about student work.
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 Three Components of 

Assessment Design
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 Analysing the Standard helps you:
· focus on what students need to know and/or do, and how well

· choose appropriate and fair assessment methods

· develop a valid activity that will provide sufficient opportunity for students to achieve at each of the grade levels

· develop a valid assessment schedule that will enable you to make a consistent judgement against the standard. 
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 What a moderator will look for 

in an activity
	Is the achievement standard identified?


	Quote or give the page reference.

	Are the conditions for assessment clear and appropriate?


	What are the conditions?

How are they appropriate for assessing the standard?

	Are the instructions clear and appropriate?
	Is there anything else students would need to ask?

Would they be able to understand the instructions?

	Is the level of difficulty appropriate to the national standard?


	Is the activity realistic for students at this level?

	Does the activity make clear the expected levels of performance for achievement, merit and excellence?
	Is the context of the task appropriate for the students?
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