Make the Most of Music Materials on Arts Online

By Chris Archer

Curriculum Moderator for musicnet
Make the most of the music materials on Arts Online! Check out the music home page on the site (http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/music/). Then go to the teacher resource exchange (http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/resource-exchange/Music/) for teaching ideas and unit plans. Browse a site review (http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/resources/links/Music/), teaching resource (http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/resources/music.php) or look at a reading (http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/reflect/readings/Music/) to support you with teaching and assessing the unit. You may have a question about a particular aspect of the unit or other resource, so use the ASK facility to get some advice, or browse the answers to questions asked by members of the music teaching community. Check out http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/ask/ask/browse.php. 

There is a great Year 10 music unit on Film Music for the junior secondary level on the Teacher Resource Exchange. The aims of the unit are:

· Examine a variety of films and analyse the aspects of the music and the broad function of film music

· Use a film idea as a source of motivation to compose music, focusing on the difference between sound effect composing and music that expresses feelings or creates atmospheres

· Share performances of others’ music and evaluate the effectiveness of the music in relation to a task

The unit embeds the Key Competencies (read about these on TKI - http://www.tki.org.nz/r/nzcurriculum/draft-curriculum/key_competencies_e.php) and has a lesson-by-lesson run down on how to structure and progress the learning. SLOs are derived from Into Music 4. These can be downloaded from http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/resources/links/Uploaded+Music/. 
For more ideas on using music materials on Arts Online, download Chris’s full article at

http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/documents/MakingtheMostofMusicMaterialsonArtsOnline.doc.

