Question posed by Music Moderator:

I have just come across a great CD called ‘Rhythms del Mundo – Cuba’ and it has some great Cuban arrangements of songs by Coldplay, Jack Johnson, Maroon 5, the Arctic Monkeys etc. Great for using as examples of how to completely change the feel of a song through arranging in a different style – in this case, Cuban feels. Good for those Level 3 students doing an arrangement standard. If you are in Christchurch – Radar Records in Cashel Mall will have it or check out 

http://www.rhythmsdelmundo.com/ 

How do you approach arranging with your students – is there a great text that you use? Do you recommend that students arrange in particular styles? Do you invite an arranger in? Do you use resources on the web (eg MIDI file arrangements)?

Responses from the Arts Online Music Community

There is a fantastic Simpsons CD "Songs in the Key of Springfield" which has the End Credits in a variety of arrangements (eg Hill street blues, Austrailian, Adams family, mystery, Medieval, BigBand, Latin, mad world, etc... ) which is good for analyse of style - instrumentation etc. Short well-done arrangements of the same tune. Have to sort through the album a bit to find them amongst other tracks but worth it!! See http://www.cduniverse.com/search/xx/music/pid/1118341/a/Songs+In+The+Key+Of+Springfield.htm 
(Judith Bell) 

I also use "The Beatles Meet Latin" which is more of the same. (See http://www.simplemp3s.com/albums/legalpopups/legalpopup.php?album=17374) I also found a String Quartet version of Radiohead's OK Computer and some TOOL songs - more instrumentation but good examples of changing the genre. (See 

http://www.amazon.com/Strung-Out-OK-Computer Radiohead/dp/B00005OW6Q) 

And a strange Chinese version of Clocks by Coldplay which uses traditional chinese instruments - interesting and kinda funny. Download it from http://mikeymike.vox.com/library/audio/6a00c2252c8168604a00d41421324d3c7f.html 
Work from past students and some of my own arrangements can make good points for discussion. We often pull apart one of my own arrangements and reflect on my process - going backwards can be a good start before going forwards!

(Anna Bonkowski, HOD Music (Academic), Massey High School)
 

There is also an album called Stairways to Heaven, with about 20 arrangements of the Led Zeppelin classic. Great to discuss ways to go about arranging, and stylistic differences. Very entertaining too! A site I have found has 101 versions of this song including all the version on the album. Visit: http://blog.wfmu.org/freeform/2006/05/stairways_to_he.html (Chris Archer)

(Andre Worsnop)

 Jazz is always great because you can easily get several people's versions of a jazz standard: vocal, solo instrumental, combo, big band etc and compare. As artists seek to have their own style or spin on a piece. Particularly good if you can hand out the lead sheet from a Real Book and have the students have a try as a formative task either before or after they've heard the recordings.

The Red Hot and Blue album of Cole Porter's music has been really useful. I also stumbled across Blues on Bach, which is jazz-combo arrangements. See: http://www.cduniverse.com/search/xx/music/pid/1135928/a/Red+Hot+++Blue.htm 

(Shane Morrow, HOF Arts, Riccarton High School)

How about Jacques Loussier does Bach, Debussy, Satie etc. See Amazon.com - http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_m/102-0001365-7172136?url=searchalias%3Dpopular&field-keywords=Jacques+Loussier+&Go.x=8&Go.y=9&Go=Go   
(Cath Haley, St Bernard's College)
The "Glory of Gershwin" is also great - lots of recording artists got together for Larry Adler's (harmonica player) 80th birthday and collaborated on an album using Gershwin music - all featuring the harmonica. Even kids who find Gershwin old have enjoyed many of these tracks, especially when compared to arrangements sung by Ella Fitzgerald, etc! There are two variations of "Summertime" on the CD alone; check out John Bon Jovi's rendition of "How Long Has This Been Going On?"! The final track is an interesting arrangement of "Rhapsody in Blue" - George Martin did the arrangement. I got my copy at Real Groovy but it can be bought from most music shops. See Aamzon.com - http://www.amazon.com/Glory-Gershwin-Various-Artists/dp/B000001EC5/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/103-8129581-7223027?ie=UTF8&s=music&qid=1175221006&sr=1-1 
(Ruth Cameron, Waikato Diocesan)

Amongst many other goodies, I've used 2001 Space Odyssey juxtaposed with a

lounge version of it. Also "American Woman" by Jimi Hendrix with (another) Lounge version. I've also used Apocolypica's CD of Metallica to highlight the differences between orchestration and arrangement. Often this has been the sticking point for students. They are to arrange not orchestrate. A fair bit of trance and techno could be argued to be valid forms of arrangement. Opens up a kettle of fish, I guess.

(Fritha Jones)

I also use Somewhere Over the Rainbow- Eva Cassiddy, Judy Garland and Ray Charles’ versions- The Doors violin concerto and original Doors version, Handel’s Young Messiah and the traditional one and also a very good snippet on Making Music DVD with Jonathan Crayford, showing him talking through and creating an arrangement for a piece of music.
(Jill Owen)

I sometime use The Beatles album "In My Life" (George Martin). It has some excellent versions of Beatles numbers by Personnel: George Martin (conductor, arranger); Robin Williams, Bobby McFerrin, Goldie Hawn, Celine Dion, Jim Carrey, Billy Connolly, Phil Collins, Sean Connery (vocals); John Williams (classical guitar); Jeff Beck (guitar); Vanessa Mae...

(Stephen Hinds, Waitaki Boys)

Arranging has to be one of my favourite standards. There is just so much available, and of varying original resources. I tend to play a multitude of originals and arrangements to students throughout the year levels so most have a good concept of what they might want to tackle when they reach Level 3.

These can be anything from Split Enz/ENZSO, versions of Little Green Bag, Motherless Child, My Favourite Things etc. My favourite is using Emerson, Lake and Palmer as they have some interesting arrangements of Aaron Copland’s Hoedown and Fanfare for the Common Man. We also look at music the school concert band plays as there is inevitably plenty of arrangements there, particularly of the medley variety.

When a student is uninspired with choosing an original piece I usually steer them towards something Baroque as it is very structured and has wonderful possibilities, particularly for jazz quartets. Some students will 'arrange' the themes and work within the structure, others will branch out further and alter the harmonies and/or the accompanying rhythms. The best works I have received have been Bach or Vivaldi as the original source material.

(Grace Davey, PNGHS)

Here are the CDs that are awesome for arrangement examples:
She Will Have Her Way: The Songs of Tim and Neil Finn; Various Artists
http://www.amazon.com/She-Will-Have-Her-Way/dp/B000B668TA
Twentysomething; Jamie Cullum
http://www.amazon.com/Twentysomething-Jamie-Cullum/dp/B0001XANUI
On here there is a cool arrangement of 'I could of Danced all Night' from My Fair Lady, and 'High and Dry' by Radiohead.  Another good one on there is 'Singing in the Rain'
Sister Act Two: Back in the Habit; Various Artists - Soundtrack
http://www.amazon.com/Sister-Act-Motion-Picture-Soundtrack/dp/B000000OD4/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/104-6119333-6968760?ie=UTF8&s=music&qid=1173751512&sr=1-1 >
This has a good version of 'Ode to Joy', and then the contrasting arrangement 'Joyful Joyful'

I Am Sam; Various Artists - Soundtrack
http://www.amazon.com/Am-Sam-Inspired-Motion-Picture/dp/B00005TT77/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/104-6119333-6968760?ie=UTF8&s=music&qid=1173751619&sr=1-1
This has a whole pile of contemporary artists doing arranged covers of Beatles classics.  

Live in Concert: With the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra; Bic Runga
http://www.amazon.com/Live-Concert-Christchurch-Symphony-Orchestra/dp/B0001AVYSQ/ref=sr_1_1/104-6119333-6968760?ie=UTF8&s=music&qid=1173751754&sr=1-1 
Anyone who Had a Heart - great to compare with Dionne Warwick’s version, and She Left on Monday.  
(Philippa Jones, Music & Drama, Whangaparaoa College)

