Reusing work from one Achievement standard in another in NCEA

Personal thoughts by Jeff Lockhart

Recently I have had a number of enquiries asking about how much work a student can use from one standard to inform another. Questions from teachers have often been stimulated by comments made by NZQA School Relationship representatives, when they talk to whole schools.

In Visual Arts the Achievement Standards used to have an explanatory note which stated that one piece of work from a Standard could be used to inform the work of another standard . During the Review Process that statement was removed and since then teachers have been continually asking for clarification of what work can be reused.

Situation NOW (as I understand it)

· Any work from one standard can be reused in another so long as it is appropriate to informing the work in another.

· If a student fails to meet a ‘standard’ they can resubmit work to meet the standard at another time, or they can show evidence for that standard elsewhere. An example for Visual Art could be that a student who fails 2.2 may show sufficient evidence for 2.2 during the production of work for 2.3 

Professional Points to keep in mind

· At what point does reusing work form one standard in another go against the intention of the standard and question the validity of the qualification? Teachers need to make a professional judgement about that for their school.

· Is the work that is being reused appropriate. Reusing work does not necessarily mean that the students will be given any greater chances of success with achievement. 

· If looking for evidence to gain credit for, say 2.2 and 2.3, from the folio alone (with maybe a little extra work), ask “has the accumulated time spent equate to what would be expected for the two standards taught in isolation. After all there is a suggested guideline of time that should be spent in working towards each credit.

· If the above scenario was pursued the emphasis should be on quality learning. ‘Use learning to drive assessment, not assessment to drive learning.’

· The standards were designed to be used by teachers who could design programmes of work and assessments that best suited their students. At the moment teachers have the professional freedom to work within the constraints of NCEA as they are. If tighter requirements are desired, by schools, then the Standards Review group could prescribe expectations and limitations, but that would take away choice for teachers.
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