The Music Vaka
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Explanation of vaka diagram:

The vaka represents the journey each of us take as we engage in learning in, through and about music. The sea with its dynamic wave forces, motion, and connectedness to the land and her peoples, throughout time, carries the stories, the emotions, genealogies, knowledge, beliefs and attitudes, spiritual sustenance,  and  is a navigational tool to discover our own place of identity. The sea “C”, in our curriculum, the UC strand, is the expansive powerhouse, the lifeforce that feeds and nurtures musical learning journeys.

…knowledge of music in past and present contexts…..share music of ..homes and communities, and … investigate music works….that deepen our understandings about people and environments.….associate music with particular events, times, places and feelings…..investigate and celebrate traditional Maori music and the multicultural heritage of New Zealand.

The hull of the vaka is the structural basis of learning. This is the spine that keeps the vaka afloat, where learning is framed and practical activity supports navigation and new directions.

…explore and respond to the elements and expressive qualities of music……experiment with the elements of music and discover structural devices for shaping sound into music.

The two sails of DI and CI represent composing/creating and performing - the flags of musical endeavour - communicate identities, ideas, feelings and meanings. The mast that supports these sails is the scaffold built from the hull, enabling the sails to fly freely and express themselves, and for others to interpret and make meaning of. The sails work together and independently as they journey the sea of sound.

….draw on …experiences and perspectives to develop and refine musical ideas……generating ideas…for communicating feelings

…listening, reading and interpreting music and…developing  understandings of composers’ and arrangers’ intentions and of cultural protocols…..explore.. technologies that contribute to performance…record their own and others’ music.

The vaka is the creative structure and vehicle of expression for musical journeying and the technological vessel that progresses the development of a personal compass as we navigate our way through life.
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Analysing and appreciating in wide-ranging contexts – the sea that shifts and journeys the learner through sound worlds of music to discover and understand  in order to develop personal identity and appreciation of others’ music and lives – past, present and future
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