Vermeer – some notes for discussion of powerpoint
Scarcity – links also to popularity and fakes – ie ‘there is a saying France that Corot painted 2,000 canvasses of which 5,000 are in America (Art News 1953)

De Chirico is believed to be the most faked western artist – followed by Corot, Dali, Daumier, van Gogh and others

Add to discussion from students’ own knowledge of fakes etc
Some are more written about:

Having your work recorded and discussed is a big factor (and one of the reasons why women’s art does not demand the same prices as men etc). The institutions of art historically (and still) have been controlled by men and they have written about and purchased for their galleries, works by men.

But only some men – it is often collectors or those in galleries who commission or write on art. They will write on the art they know – that they have in their collections or are interested in – so the information we can access in books etc will always be limited and selective. 
The internet, claimed to be more democratic and accessible could change this – but of course there are limitations to this also (surveys show those with easy and regular access to and use of the internet are mainly male, white, western, wealthy etc)
Appear in film/books
This elevates a work and makes it very visible – other factors can do this – eg When the Mona Lisa was stolen in the 1920s? – more people came to look at the space on the wall where she had been than had ever come to see the painting – look at how many come to see her now (but she is not necessarily Leo’s best work) Students could go the Louvre Museum exhibition.
The book and film are a fictional account of Vermeer’s life – is this important?
Categories (genres) etc

List on board as students come up with them eg Landscape, portraits, devotional/religious, didactic/educational eg biblical stories in stained glass windows for a congregation who do not read language

Discussion – which groups are more common – why etc

Portraits

Characteristics could include – the sitter is often named – it is of a specific person – purposes of portraits – who commissions them, for what purpose etc.
Eye-contact

Makes connection with the viewer so holds attention – direct gaze – often used seductively in nude paintings etc – confrontationally in some

Immediacy 

Through the turning of the head towards us which adds a feeling of movement

Through the liveliness of the painted surface – which appears to be catching light at a particular moment

Background
Removes any distraction – attention fully on sitter

Enhances colour

Lighting

Look where the shadows fall to decide where light is from – directional light will create more interest because there will be shadows and a softer effect – here the young woman’s face is softened as it is closer to us – creates mood – helps define the planes of her face – more detail given – more hints of character. Introduce chiaroscuro to create form
Brushwork

up close, you are able to see brushstrokes which create the shadows (eg on her turban) – other areas are finely works with no evidence of painting - looser brushwork enlivens the surface and helps create a more fleeting effect

Earring
Breaks into darkness at that point – adds interest

What does it add to the sitter herself?
