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Have you viewed and used the Arts Exemplars? http://arts.unitec.ac.nz/reflect/ or http://www.tki.org.nz/r/assessment/exemplars/arts/index_e.php
How can we make the best use of these great examples of good classroom practice? How can we ensure we keep our students motivated and immersed in arts learning? How could we take each of these exemplars and integrate them in a way that promotes quality learning in the Arts for our students and maintains the integrity of each discipline? 

Let’s take a look at four Level 1/2 exemplars and look at ways to integrate them yet maintain discipline integrity….

Visual Arts-Clay Animals

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/assessment/exemplars/arts/visarts/va_1b_e.php
Music-Exploring Rhythm

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/assessment/exemplars/arts/music/mu_1a_e.php
Drama-The King of the Mountain

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/assessment/exemplars/arts/drama/dr_1a_e.php
Dance-Shapes and Pathways

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/assessment/exemplars/arts/dance/da_2a_e.php
Each one has specific learning outcomes related to the discipline. It is really important to keep these in mind as you plan an integrated arts unit based on these exemplars. 
The Big Idea

It is really important before you begin your planning that you view the exemplars and think about what your theme or big idea might be. Integrated arts must be about more than just reading a story, singing a song and drawing a picture on a topic. You must conceptualize the big picture and think about what arts learning you want your students to do.

Here are some thoughts to get you started: 

After viewing the exemplars I have decided that my big idea is characterization-How can we use music, drama, dance and visual arts to create a character, its moods, its personality, its story?

Role play: Let’s start with the wonderful Joy Cowley story; I’m the King of the Mountain. This is a big book from the Ready to Read series and should be in your school. It’s a much-loved story for juniors and it was published in 1984.

View the drama exemplar and consider the ways in which the teacher builds an understanding of role, use of facial expressions, voice, gesture and movement. There are strong links to dance and music in this exemplar that could be made more transparent. For example, the children are asked to consider the different ways each of the characters in this story would move. What action words are appropriate (great literacy links here too)? What levels do we need to use to best depict this character?

Make a list of action words, levels to come back to later.

Chant:  The tune for “I’m the king of the mountain” (written out in the back of the book) uses so-me and la from the sol-fa scale e.g in C major the pitches are G E and A for so-me and la. Think about the famous playground chant, “I’m the king of the castle” which uses the same notes. These pitches are referred to as the natural playground chant, because they are used so spontaneously by children in their play. The children can use these pitches to invent other chants using their own words. 

Music: After working through this simple drama, take a look at the music exemplar. This story leads onto the music of “In the Hall of the Mountain King” so well. For more information about the piece have a look at this website:

http://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/past.asp. 

Scroll down to Edvard Grieg and you will find some great information about the work and its composer. There’s also a picture book by Makoto Oishi and illustrated by Yoshiharu Suzuki called Peer Gynt which tells the story (a very watered down version, you’ll be pleased to hear. Henry Ibsen’s original story of Peer Gynt isn’t very pleasant!) The book was published in Tokyo by Gakken in 1971.

This piece is a great favourite with children because of the increasing tempo and dynamics and the wonderful bangs and crashes from the orchestra. It’s a great piece for exploring the elements. View the exemplar and get some ideas about how you might use this music with your students.

Troll dance: Creating a troll dance could lead very well into exploring shapes and pathways as set out in the dance exemplar. View some images of trolls (just do a google on trolls and you’ll find heaps) and discuss with your students how a troll might move, what shapes they create with their bodies, what facial expressions would they have.

If you haven’t done a lot of dance with your students work through the Shapes and Pathways unit first, then bring in the concept of trolls once they are familiar with the language and the elements. Alternatively you could use the animal characters from the “I’m the King of the Mountain” story as a source of motivation for your dance.

Clay Characters: The animals from the story or the images of trolls could then become inspiration for your clay animals. View the exemplar then, with the children, look at the pictures of your characters. Discuss the visual features, then provide an opportunity for the children to create characters from the story, considering texture, form and shape. Once again, if this is the students’ first experience of clay you will need to spend time showing them the techniques of rolling, pushing, pulling, joining and creating textures before they begin to create their clay creatures.

Remember that the exemplars are a great resource for both you and your students. View them on your own, then view them with your students to demonstrate the opportunities, give them an opportunity to talk and share ideas and discuss their own learning.

