Designing NCEA Assessment Activities

 and Schedules for Art History

Internal Assessment Activities

There are three internal achievement standards at each level.
Level 2

2.3  Examine techniques used in art

2.5 Research an art history topic

2.6 Examine art works in their environmental contexts

Level 3

3.3 Examine media and processes in art

3.4 Examine a theory and its role in art

3.5 Investigate an art issue
Designing Internal Assessment Activities

Step 1:  

1. Read the achievement standard criteria e.g. that for 3.5 students are able to

· Define an issue in art
· Describe/explain/evaluate points of view on the issue

· Reference relevant evidence
· Draw conclusions 
2. look for key words which give information on the standard required e.g. for 3.5 – “relevant evidence”, “explain points of view”, “justifiable conclusions”  

Step 2:  

Check the achievement with merit and achievement with excellence criteria and set the task to allow excellence level 
e.g. for 3.5
· for excellence students have to demonstrate that they can evaluate points of view and draw justifiable conclusions based on relevant evidence.  So writing an assessment that fails to ask students to draw conclusions would prevent Excellence being awarded.
 
Step 3:

Check the explanatory notes to see if other requirements or explanation is given e.g.

· for 3.3, “range of art media and processes” requires three or more
· for 3.4 and 3.5 “evaluate” is defined as meaning “to make critical judgements”
· definitions may also be restrictive e.g. for 2.3 ‘techniques’ has a very specific definition - “a particular way or method of using tools or materials to achieve specific effects” – so, for example, compositional or perspectival techniques are irrelevant, for the purposes of this standard.
Step 4:

Design an assessment activity based on the learning outcomes that you wish students to focus on e.g. while the understanding of theory might be focused upon, you may also be concerned to 

· develop students particular content knowledge, or

· develop a particular mode of communication e.g. oral skills

Assessment Schedules 

An assessment schedule must be written for each assessment activity for NCEA and should be designed to achieve consistency of judgement between different assessors

Judgement Statements define the standard. They interpret the words in the Achievement Criteria in relation to the specific tasks given in an assessment. They may include both quantitative and qualitative statements. 

Evidence Statements are examples of possible student responses to the tasks. They serve to demonstrate each level of achievement so that the assessor can evaluate a student answer through comparison with the sample evidence given in the schedule.
Step 1: 

Set up a format for the Assessment Schedule. There is no set requirement for the format of schedules but Art History schedules generally have the following format.

They have four columns 

1. Task No.

2. Evidence for Achievement

3. Evidence for Achievement with Merit

4. Evidence for Achievement with Excellence

e.g.

	Task No.
	Evidence for Achievement
	Evidence for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence for Achievement with Excellence

	
	
	
	


Step 2: 

For each task, unpack the assessment criteria in relation to the activity to create judgement statements i.e. state the aspects you would expect to see in student answers e.g. 
Qualitative

· The effects of techniques are compared. 

Quantative

· One technique is identified and described for each of four paintings. 

Write judgement statements which clearly show the progression from Achievement to Merit to Excellence e.g. 
For Achievement – The effects created through media and making process are compared for at least two masks.

For Merit – The importance of media and processes in producing different effects is explained with reference to at least three masks.
Step 3:

Write evidence statements for each achievement level to indicate the standard required. These are examples of student responses.


e.g. For Excellence: Theory – Utopianism – Utopianism had a major impact on twentieth century architecture and town planning. Functionalist domestic architecture was developed in several countries – De Stijl in Holland, Bauhaus in Germany, Le Corbusier in France.

Step 4:

Re-check that the task instructions for the assessment and the judgement statements align.

Statement on importance





Relevant evidence
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