
ART HISTORY FIELDTRIPS AND EXHIBITIONS
Places to go:

· Exhibitions – public galleries, private galleries, museums 

· Public and private art collections e.g. Terry Stringer’s sculpture park, city office buildings, the University of Auckland’s collection

· Public art e.g. sculptures in Auckland Domain, Aotea Centre, Albert Park

· Marae

· Historic and Modern Buildings 

How to organise trips:

· follow the practices laid out in staff handbooks e.g. names of students to be posted in staff notices, asking permission, paperwork requirements

· gain consent of parents - if students fail to provide a consent form, phone home before taking students on the trip 

· book well ahead of a proposed trip e.g. book with the education officer in galleries, book transport

· do a preliminary run of the trip, or a preliminary viewing at the gallery, taking notice of timing, places where students can buy food etc. 

· plan activities or worksheets thoroughly, including clear instructions  

Designing Tasksheets for Exhibitions:

1. Determine the purpose of the visit to the exhibition – what do you want students to learn? (i.e. learning outcomes). For example 

· if the students are about to do an assessment where they imagine they are a curator laying out the exhibition, they will need to observe how exhibitions are organised. 

· if the students are about to do an assessment for either 2.3 Examine techniques used in art or 3.3 Examine media and processes in art then you might design a series of tasks that involve close scrutiny of the way art works are made.
2. Ask questions, or design activities, that are reasonably straightforward and do not require too much prior knowledge. Where prior knowledge is required, give that information on the 
3. Provide space on the tasksheet for completing the activities – it is difficult to juggle question sheets and blank paper, when in front of art works.

4. If an assessment is given that requires students to gather information while visiting a site or exhibition, then a tasksheet may not be required, but the assessment needs to be very specific about the type of information that needs to be gathered. (For example, at Level 2, the sample assessment activity 2/6 A ‘Waharoa/Gateway Sculptures in Auckland’ on the web provides a specific field trip activity sheet for students to complete).
Note: sometimes, for overseas exhibitions, students are not permitted to use pens or pencils, so the tasksheet can only involve looking, not writing.
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